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Message Text 


SUBJECT: RESTRUCTURING: COMMENTS ON CONFERENCE ROOM PAPER 


NO. 3 


REF: CASWELL-RIEMER TELCON 


1 . WE WOULD EXPECT THAT WHEN THE COUNCIL ESTABLISHES ITS 
BIENNIAL WORK CALENDAR, THIS CALENDAR WOULD NOT SUBSEQUENTLY 
BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE EXCEPT UNDER ONLY THE MOST EXTRAORDI- 
NARY CIRCUMSTANCES. THE INTERESTS OF THE SECRETARIAT AND 
MEMBER GOVERNMENTS IN ORDERLY PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT OF 
RESOURCES DICTATE THAT SCHEDULED MEETINGS NOT BE "BUMPED" 

AT THE LAST MINUTE BY NEW UNDERTAKINGS. 


2. PARA 3 REFERS TO COMPREHENSIVE REVIEWS OF OPERATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES AND PROGRESS TOWARD IMPLEMENTING THE IDS. 
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A. HOW WILL THESE BE STRUCTURED? AS SOS'S OR AS THE SUM- 
MER SESSION? 

B. NEED WE SPECIFY SESSIONS ON REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF THE 
IDS? NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE TO DRAW UP A NEW IDS AFTER 
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THE PRESENT ONE ENDS THIS YEAR. AND EVEN IF A NEW IDS IS 
ADOPTED WE MAY DISPENSE WITH THE REVIEW AND APPRAISAL PRO- 
CEDURE. 

3. IF THE ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION IS TO BE HELD IN FEB- 
RUARY 1979 DOES THIS MEAN THAT ALL SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
SCHEDULED TO MEET BETWEEN NOW AND THEN WILL STILL MEET? 
E.G.. POPULATION COMMISSION IN IANUARY 1979. 

4. WILL THE PERIODICITY OF SOS'S WHICH REPLACE THE DIS- 
CONTINUED SUBSIDIARY BODIES BE DETERMINED AS PART OF THE 
RESTRUCTURING PACKAGE OR WILL IT BE DETERMINED AT EACH 
YEAR'S ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION OF ECOSOC? PARAGRAPH 6 
SEEMS TO IMPLY THE LATTER, WHICH WOULD GIVE NO ASSURANCE 
SUBJECTS NOW COVERED BY SUBSIDIARY BODIES WON'T GET DROP- 
PED IN SUCCEEDING BIENNIAL WORK PERIODS. ANY RESTRUC- 
TURING PACKAGE THAT WE CAN ACCEPT SHOULD CONTAIN ASSUR- 
ANCES THAT THE COUNCIL WILL GIVE SIMILAR PERIODIC ATTEN- 
TION TO SUBJECTS IT TAKES OVER FROM SUBSIDIARY BODIES. 

5. WHY DOES PARAGRAPH 9 SINGLE OUT THE SOS'S WHICH RE- 
PLACE THE POPULATION AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSIONS 
FOR SPECIAL TREATMENT REGARDING SUBSIDIZED PARTICIPATION 
BY EXPERTS? WE WANT TO RESTRICT THE SUBSIDIZATION OF EX- 
PERT PARTICIPATION SO THAT THE TOTAL FIGURE DOESN'T EX- 
CEED PRESENT FUNDING LEVELS FOR THIS PURPOSE, BUT WHY NOT 
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SIMPLY MAKE THE MONEY AVAILABLE TO NEEDY COUNTRIES (AS 
DETERMINED BY THE SECRETARIAT) TO SUBSIDIZE PARTICIPATION 
BY THEIR EXPERTS AT MEETINGS OF THE INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES 
CHOOSING? 

6. IN PARAGRAPH 1 1 (II), HOW OFTEN WILL THE COMMITTEE 

ON DEVELOPMENT PLANNING ITSELF MEET? PRESUMABLY, SINCE 
IT'S LISTED AS AN EXCEPTION TO THE RULE THAT EXPERT 
GROUPS WILL ONLY MEET ON AN AD HOC BASIS, IT WILL MEET 
REGULARLY. SAME AS NOW? 

7. IN PARAGRAPH 12 (II), SHOULDN'T THE COMMITTEE ON RE- 
VIEW AND APPRAISAL BE ABOLISHED? 

8. IN PARAGRAPH 12 (IV), WILL THE PARTICIPATION OF EX- 
PERT ADVISORS IN THE WORK OF THE SOS ON TNCS BE FUNDED BY 
THE UN? 

9. AS REGARDS THE NGO COMMITTEE, ITS MEMBERSHIP SHOULD 
BE INCREASED NOT TO EXCEED 20 MEMBERS AND BE DIVIDED 
ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES TO REFLECT EXISTING GEOGRAPHI 
CAL REPRESENTATION IN THE UN AND THE INTERESTS OF DIF- 
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FERENT MEMBERS IN NGO RELATED AFFAIRS. 

AF: 5; ASIA: 5; LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN: 3; EASTERN 
EUROPE: 2 AND WEO: 5. 

10. IS IT CORRECT TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE SUBSIDIARY 
BODIES PORPOSED FOR ABOLITION IN THIS PAPER ARE PRESENTED 
AS A PACKAGE, I.E., ALL OR NOTHING? I THINK WE SHOULD 
HOLD OUT FOR A PACKAGE BECAUSE OES AND EB SO FAR HAVE IN- 
SISTED ON THIS AND THEY WILL ONLY ACCEPT THE ABOLITION OF 
COMMISSIONS WHICH INTEREST THEM IF OTHERS GET THE AX TOO. 

I SUSPECT THAT HEW AND PERHAPS TREASURY WILL END UP SAYING 
THE SAME THING. 
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1 1 . PARAGRAPH 22 CLEARLY STATES WHAT THE SECOND REGULAR 
SESSION OF ECOSOC WILL DO EACH YEAR. IS THIS FUNCTION THE 
ONLY FUNCTION OF THE SECOND (SUMMER) SESSION OR WILL OTHER 
BUSINESS BE HANDLED AS WELL? FINALLY, CONFERENCE ROOM 
PAPER NO. 3 IS NOT CLEAR ABOUT WHAT BUSINESS WILL BE HAN- 
DLED IN THE FIRST (SPRING) SESSION EACH YEAR. 

12. AS REGARDS THE FORMULA FOR PARTICIPATION BY MEMBER 
STATES OF THE UN IN THE SOS SESSIONAL COMMITTEE (AS PER 
PARAS 20 AND 8), THE TOTAL NUMBER OF STATES PARTICIPATING 
SHOULD NOT EXCEED 72. IN THE SUBSIDIARY BODIES BEING CON- 
SIDERED FOR ABOLITION THE NUMBER OF STATES REPRESENTED 
WHICH NO LONGER HAVE REPRESENTATION ON THE ECOSOC ITSELF 
AVERAGES 18 MEMBERS. SINCE WE ARE TRYING TO COMPENSATE 
FOR THIS FACTOR BY EXPANDING PARTICIPATION IN THE SOS SES- 
SIONAL COMMITTEES. IT IS REASONABLE TO EXPAND PARTICIPA- 
TION IN THESE SESSIONAL COMMITTEES BY THE SAME FACTOR, 

I.E., 54 18 72. 

13. THERE IS NO PROVISION FOR A "SAFETY NET" IN THIS 
DRAFT. WE BELIEVE SUCH A CLAUSE IS ESSENTIAL BECAUSE NO 

A PRIORI ASSURANCE CAN BE GIVEN THAT THE NEW RESTRUCTURED 
ECOSOC WILL FUNCTION BETTER THAN THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT. 
THEREFORE WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE AN EXPERIMENTAL PERIOD TO 
SEE HOW THE NEW STRUCTURE WILL FUNCTION BEFORE APPROVING 
IT. 

VANCE 
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